
























































































From: 'Terry Hayden' via Sherwood Greens Residents sherwood-greens-residents@googlegroups.com
Subject: [SherwoodGreensResidents] Important-State Legislature Assistance - minutes attached

Date: May 9, 2022 at 1:28 PM
To: Sherwood Greens Residents sherwood-greens-residents@googlegroups.com
Cc: Jane Hanrahan jehanrahan@me.com

Good Afternoon,

Sharing the below correspondence onward for your information.

Terry Hayden

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

On Monday, May 9, 2022, 12:21 PM, Beverly Gilbert <AdminAsst@townofbecket.org>
wrote:

Dear Representative Pignatelli and Senator Hinds,
 
Please see the attached.
 
Beverly Gilbert
 
Administrative Assistant
Town of Becket
557 Main Street
Becket, MA 01223
413-623-8934 extension 100
 
From: Pignatelli, Smitty - Rep. (HOU)
[mailto:Smitty.Pignatelli@mahouse.gov] 
Sent: Monday, May 09, 2022 11:23 AM
To: Michael Lavery <mlavery@townofbecket.org>; Hinds, Adam (SEN)
<Adam.Hinds@masenate.gov>
Cc: Beverly Gilbert <adminasst@townofbecket.org>; William Bill Elovirta,
Select Board - Chairperson <belovirta@townofbecket.org>; Chris
Swindlehurst, Select Board - Vice Chairperson
<cswindlehurst@townofbecket.org>; health@townofbecket.org; William J.
Caldwell <administrator@townofbecket.org>; haydent1@yahoo.com
Subject: Re: State Legislature Assistance
 
Hi Michael, 
Thank you for reaching out and bringing this to our attention. I will investigate
this further and see what could be done at the state level. If you could forward
any relevant meeting minutes that would be helpful.
 
Thanks and I will be in touch.
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Smitty
 
Smitty Pignatelli
State Representative
4th Berkshire District
Vice Chair, House Committee on Rules
State House Room 166
(413) 637-0631
 

From: Michael Lavery <mlavery@townofbecket.org>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 11:11 AM
To: Pignatelli, Smitty - Rep. (HOU) <Smitty.Pignatelli@mahouse.gov>; Hinds,
Adam (SEN) <Adam.Hinds@masenate.gov>
Cc: Beverly Gilbert <adminasst@townofbecket.org>; William Bill Elovirta,
Select Board - Chairperson <belovirta@townofbecket.org>; Chris
Swindlehurst, Select Board - Vice Chairperson
<cswindlehurst@townofbecket.org>; health@townofbecket.org
<health@townofbecket.org>; William J. Caldwell
<administrator@townofbecket.org>; haydent1@yahoo.com
<haydent1@yahoo.com>
Subject: State Legislature Assistance
 
[You don't often get email from mlavery@townofbecket.org. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.]

Good Morning Senator Hinds and Representative Pignatelli,

The Town of Becket, like many small hill-town communities has Road districts,
which were established by the Legislature for the maintenance of Roads, where the
residents were not covered by Town Highway department services. These districts
are quasi-municipal entities and have boards and committees that meet to ensure the
plowing in winter-time and 'grade, rake and roll' in the warmer weather. As a new
Berkshire transplant in 2011, I served on the Sherwood Greens Road District , where
my wife and family have lived for a number of years, before being elected as a Select
Board member. At the end of my tenure in the Greens Committee there was an effort
by one of the Committee members to start spraying for mosquitoes within the
community. Instead of just hiring a private company, the Greens Board sought
approval to become a Berkshire County Mosquito Control Project area and get
sprayed by the State Mosquito Control program. This was to my surprise, approved,
with help from the Greens Counsel lawyer and a very narrow margin of victory at the
Annual Sherwood Greens meeting.

This action by the SGRD Prudential Committee of the Sherwood Greens Road
District (SGRD for brevity) is an end-around run and egregiously violates the Annual
Town Meeting of Becket ruling which voted to cease Mosquito Control in the entire
Town of Becket. There also have been votes by the Board of Health and Select Board
to not allow spraying by Berkshire County Mosquito Control Project within the
entire Town of Becket, which includes Sherwood Greens, unless they are a sovereign
entity exercising Home Rule. These BOH and Select Board votes were recent in
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entity exercising Home Rule. These BOH and Select Board votes were recent in
2021 and 2022 respectively. We can provide approved minutes of the meetings. The
SGRD Chair has stated that the town can only ban spraying on town property. I think
the State Legislature needs to address this issue since the town has taken it to the
highest levels of our town government by making rulings in the Board of Health and
Select Board which are the top governing bodies in terms of health and safety.

Can you please take up this case and look into the matter?  Thanks for your time and
research into the matter. My direct number is 413-212-0528 if you want to reach out
for more information. I left out many details for the sake of being concise. I for one
would like an official judgment one way or the other since this SGRD Committee
was created by an act of the Legislature of the Commonwealth, the legislature may
be the only body who can make that ruling.

Thank You,

Michael S. Lavery,
Select Board, Clerk
Town of Becket

CC: Select Board Members
        Interim Town Administrator
        Administrative Assistant
       Board of Health
       Sherwood Greens Chair

-- 
THIS LIST serves as an unofficial mode of communication among members of the Sherwood Greens Road District community. It may
not be used for any commercial or political purposes. 
Email to sherwood-greens-residents@googlegroups.com to contact all members.
SGRD BOARD COMMUNICATIONS: This is not an official/legal notification to or from the SGRD board, though it may reiterate
information contained in official notifications that are posted as required (though notifications may occasionally appear here before
being officially posted). Please attend a board meeting or send a letter ahead to address anything with the board.
OFFICIAL DISTRICT WEBSITE: https://www.townofbecket.org/sherwood-greens-road-district
ROAD MAINTENANCE: If you have concerns about road conditions (such as trees down in the road, plowing, or roadside mowing)
please contact the SGRD District's Roads Superintendent, Bob Moore, at (413) 274-2374. Leave a detailed message if you don't
reach him.
--- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Sherwood Greens Residents" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to sherwood-greens-
residents+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/sherwood-greens-
residents/1598247385.665069.1652117316547%40mail.yahoo.com.

Xerox 
Scan_0…36.PDF
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From: Pignatelli, Smitty - Rep. (HOU) <Smitty.Pignatelli@mahouse.gov>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 10:34 AM 
To: Michael Lavery <mlavery@townofbecket.org>; Hinds, Adam (SEN) <Adam.Hinds@masenate.gov> 
Cc: Beverly Gilbert <adminasst@townofbecket.org>; William Bill Elovirta, Select Board - Chairperson 
<belovirta@townofbecket.org>; Chris Swindlehurst, Select Board - Vice Chairperson 
<cswindlehurst@townofbecket.org>; health@townofbecket.org; William J. Caldwell 
<administrator@townofbecket.org>; haydent1@yahoo.com; Goodman, Elisabeth C. 
<EGoodman@cainhibbard.com>; jbard@k-plaw.com 
Subject: Re: State Legislature Assistance 

  

Hi Michael,  

After looking further into the situation that you brought to our attention, I wanted to share the information below.  

  

The Sherwood Greens Maintenance District is a legislatively created area and is a member of Berkshire County Mosquito 
Control Project based upon language in its enabling legislation that covers any land within the county. This legislation was filed 
at the Town's request and after a town meeting vote was taken.  The Massachusetts Department of Agricultural Resources 
(MDAR) has worked with the district and its counsel to feel comfortable in providing services based upon the enabling 
legislation for both the MCD and the district. The district votes each year to appropriate the necessary funds for the services 
received. 

  

I understand that the the Town has since tried to prevent spraying within its boundaries, but it based on the legislatively-defined 
parameters of the Sherwood Green's District, the Town either lacks the formal authority prevent spraying within the district OR 
has failed to provide information that indicates it does possess this authority, so MDAR has continued to provide services at the 
discretion of the MCD and district. Therefore, the Town would need to prove - based on the agreement set between the Town and 
maintenance district or in another capacity - that it does has the authority to overrule the District's decision to spray for 
mosquitoes.  

  

Additionally, in the Town meeting minutes from May 2021, item 7, the Board refers to an email from Town Counsel Joel Bard 
that says the town vote to opt out of spraying does not prevent the district from mosquito spraying. The attached letter from 
District Counsel Elisabeth Goodman re-emphasizes this point.  

  

Our state agencies have done their due diligence to ensure that the District's opt-in to the MCP is within its legal boundaries. If 
you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.  

  

Sincerely,  

Smitty  

	 

Smitty	Pignatelli 



State	Representative 

4th	Berkshire	District 

Vice	Chair,	House	Committee	on	Rules 

State	House	Room	166 

(413)	637-0631 

  

 

From: Pignatelli, Smitty - Rep. (HOU) <Smitty.Pignatelli@mahouse.gov> 
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 11:23 AM 
To: Michael Lavery <mlavery@townofbecket.org>; Hinds, Adam (SEN) <Adam.Hinds@masenate.gov> 
Cc: Beverly Gilbert <adminasst@townofbecket.org>; William Bill Elovirta, Select Board - Chairperson 
<belovirta@townofbecket.org>; Chris Swindlehurst, Select Board - Vice Chairperson 
<cswindlehurst@townofbecket.org>; health@townofbecket.org <health@townofbecket.org>; William J. Caldwell 
<administrator@townofbecket.org>; haydent1@yahoo.com <haydent1@yahoo.com> 
Subject: Re: State Legislature Assistance 

  

Hi	Michael,	 

Thank	you	for	reaching	out	and	bringing	this	to	our	attention.	I	will	investigate	this	further	
and	see	what	could	be	done	at	the	state	level.	If	you	could	forward	any	relevant	meeting	
minutes	that	would	be	helpful. 

	 

Thanks	and	I	will	be	in	touch. 

	
Smitty 

	 

Smitty	Pignatelli 

State	Representative 

4th	Berkshire	District 

Vice	Chair,	House	Committee	on	Rules 



State	House	Room	166 

(413)	637-0631 

  

 

From: Michael Lavery <mlavery@townofbecket.org> 
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022 11:11 AM 
To: Pignatelli, Smitty - Rep. (HOU) <Smitty.Pignatelli@mahouse.gov>; Hinds, Adam (SEN) 
<Adam.Hinds@masenate.gov> 
Cc: Beverly Gilbert <adminasst@townofbecket.org>; William Bill Elovirta, Select Board - Chairperson 
<belovirta@townofbecket.org>; Chris Swindlehurst, Select Board - Vice Chairperson 
<cswindlehurst@townofbecket.org>; health@townofbecket.org <health@townofbecket.org>; William J. Caldwell 
<administrator@townofbecket.org>; haydent1@yahoo.com <haydent1@yahoo.com> 
Subject: State Legislature Assistance 

  

[You don't often get email from mlavery@townofbecket.org. Learn why this is important 
at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification.] 
 
Good Morning Senator Hinds and Representative Pignatelli, 
 
The Town of Becket, like many small hill-town communities has Road districts, which were established by the 
Legislature for the maintenance of Roads, where the residents were not covered by Town Highway department 
services. These districts are quasi-municipal entities and have boards and committees that meet to ensure the 
plowing in winter-time and 'grade, rake and roll' in the warmer weather. As a new Berkshire transplant in 2011, I 
served on the Sherwood Greens Road District , where my wife and family have lived for a number of years, before 
being elected as a Select Board member. At the end of my tenure in the Greens Committee there was an effort by 
one of the Committee members to start spraying for mosquitoes within the community. Instead of just hiring a private 
company, the Greens Board sought approval to become a Berkshire County Mosquito Control Project area and get 
sprayed by the State Mosquito Control program. This was to my surprise, approved, with help from the Greens 
Counsel lawyer and a very narrow margin of victory at the Annual Sherwood Greens meeting. 
 
This action by the SGRD Prudential Committee of the Sherwood Greens Road District (SGRD for brevity) is an end-
around run and egregiously violates the Annual Town Meeting of Becket ruling which voted to cease Mosquito 
Control in the entire Town of Becket. There also have been votes by the Board of Health and Select Board to not 
allow spraying by Berkshire County Mosquito Control Project within the entire Town of Becket, which includes 
Sherwood Greens, unless they are a sovereign entity exercising Home Rule. These BOH and Select Board votes 
were recent in 2021 and 2022 respectively. We can provide approved minutes of the meetings. The SGRD Chair has 
stated that the town can only ban spraying on town property. I think the State Legislature needs to address this issue 
since the town has taken it to the highest levels of our town government by making rulings in the Board of Health and 
Select Board which are the top governing bodies in terms of health and safety. 
 
Can you please take up this case and look into the matter?  Thanks for your time and research into the matter. My 
direct number is 413-212-0528 if you want to reach out for more information. I left out many details for the sake of 
being concise. I for one would like an official judgment one way or the other since this SGRD Committee was created 
by an act of the Legislature of the Commonwealth, the legislature may be the only body who can make that ruling. 
 
Thank You, 
 
Michael S. Lavery, 
Select Board, Clerk 
Town of Becket 
 



CC: Select Board Members 
        Interim Town Administrator 
        Administrative Assistant 
       Board of Health 
       Sherwood Greens Chair 
 
 
This e-mail is sent by the law firm of Cain Hibbard & Myers PC and may contain information that is privileged or 
confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete the e-mail and notify us immediately by return email.  
 
INTERNET FRAUD WARNING: Please check the authenticity of any email you receive relating to the payment of 
monies in this matter. Should you have any doubts, please contact us by telephone immediately for verification. 
 



5/25/22, 12:16 PM Mosquito Control Notice, Berkshire County Mosquito Control Project, Pittsfield, MA
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MOSQUITO CONTROL NOTICE The Berkshire County
Mosquito Control Project will begin 2022 (ULV) Ultra Low
Volume truck mounted spray applications to control flying
mosquitoes from on or about June 1, 2022 to October 1,
2022. Applications are initiated by a demonstrated need
based on surveillance data and action thresholds. All
applications will occur between dusk and dawn Monday thru
Friday. The material to be used is DUET EPA# 1021-1795-

Berkshire County
Mosquito Control

Project

Line Ads

413-447-9808

19 Harris St


Pittsfield, MA 01201

https://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/pesticide-application-exclusions.html
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8329. Any resident of a member town who wishes their
property to be excluded from these applications should visit:
http://www.mass.gov/eea/agencies/agr/pesticides/mosquito/p
application-exclusions.html Member towns include:
Clarksburg, Hinsdale, Lanesborough, Otis, Pittsfield,
Richmond, Sheffield, Tyringham, and Sherwood Greens
RMD, Becket. To obtain application schedules and locations
call 413-447-9808 Monday thru Friday 7:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. after June 1, 2022 or visit berkshiremosquito.org. Ad#
65746 05/19/2022

May 19, 2022.
Berkshire County Mosquito Control Project Notices Ads
from The Berkshire Eagle ShopLocal



From: Terry Hayden haydent1@yahoo.com
Subject: Fw: Sherwood Greens/mosquito spraying

Date: May 9, 2022 at 2:57 PM
To: Jane Hanrahan jehanrahan@me.com

FYI...

Best regards, 

Terry Hayden

----- Forwarded Message -----
From: Goodman, Elisabeth C. <egoodman@cainhibbard.com>
To: Smitty - Rep. (HOU) ' 'Pignatelli <smitty.pignatelli@mahouse.gov>
Cc: Adam Hinds <adam.hinds@masenate.gov>; mlavery@townofbecket.org
<mlavery@townofbecket.org>; Town of Becket <administrator@townofbecket.org>; Terry Hayden
<haydent1@yahoo.com>
Sent: Monday, May 9, 2022, 02:43:23 PM EDT
Subject: Sherwood Greens/mosquito spraying

Dear Smitty:
I represent the Sherwood Greens Road Maintenance District and would like the opportunity to
respond to the email from Mr. Lavery to you and Adam Hinds.  I believe town counsel for Becket also
weighed in on the matter, which Mr. Lavery did not mention.
I am out of the office until May 16.  Perhaps we should set up a time to discuss with all of the parties?
Or I can send you our written comments on this issue when I get back to the office on the 16th.
Thank you for your patience.
Best,

Elisabeth C. Goodman
Cain Hibbard & Myers OC
66 West St.
Pittsfield, MA 01201
Phone (413) 629-1312 (direct)
egoodman@cainhibbard.com

This e-mail is sent by the law firm of Cain Hibbard & Myers PC and may contain information that is
privileged or confidential. If you are not the intended recipient, please delete the e-mail and notify us
immediately by return email.

INTERNET FRAUD WARNING: Please check the authenticity of any email you receive relating to the
payment of monies in this matter. Should you have any doubts, please contact us by telephone
immediately for verification.
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