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Board Members Present:  Robert Ronzio, James Levy, Alvin Blake, Ann Krawet and Howard 
Lerner 
Board Members Absent:  Gale LaBelle 
Administrative Assistant:  Jessica Perotti 
Public:  Patrick McColgan, Julia W. Kay-Grace, James Peters, Grethel Requillo, Henry Pacific, 
Kathy Dickinson  
 

1. Call to order:  Following some technical difficulties, Robert Ronzio calls the meeting to 

order at 6:12 pm.  Mr. Ronzio reads the rules of the meeting and introduces all 

members of the board noting Howard Lerner is attending via ZOOM and Gale LaBelle is 

absent.     

2. Board to review and approve meeting minutes of:  

a. November 10, 2021:  During their review of the meeting minutes, Ann Krawet 

notes a couple changes to be made on the last page- changing marijuana farm to 

marijuana facility.  There is a brief discussion.   Alvin Blake makes a motion to 

approve the minutes of November 10, 2021 with the noted change.  Ms. Krawet 

seconds the motion.  Mr. Ronzio calls for a roll-call vote: 

 Ann Krawet:  aye 

 Alvin Blake:  aye 

 James Levy:  aye 

 Howard Lerner:  aye 

 Robert Ronzio:  aye 

 Gale LaBelle:  absent 

All in favor.  Motion passes.  Mr. Blake makes a motion to move to item 4a of 

the agenda.  Mr. Levy seconds the motion.  Mr. Ronzio calls for a roll-call vote: 

 Robert Ronzio:  aye 

 Ann Krawet:  aye 

 Alvin Blake:  aye 

 James Levy:  aye 

 Howard Lerner:  aye 

 Gale LaBelle:  absent 
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All in favor.  Motion passes.         

3. Old Business:   

a. Becket Master Plan revisions 

i. Board to review letter that will be submitted to BRPC to receive funding 

to rewrite the Master Plan:  Following item 3d of the agenda, the board 

begins their discussion regarding revising the town’s Master Plan.  Mr. 

Blake lets the board know he has had discussions with Tom Matuszko, of 

BRPC, regarding the steps needed for BRPC to re-write the plan.  He 

found out that BRPC would be able to fund between $20,000 and 

$30,000.  Ms. Krawet thinks a letter of interest should be written.  Mr. 

Ronzio says funding from BRPC can be applied for but it won’t cover the 

entire cost.  It would require approval from the town and that is not 

likely.  Mr. Blake brings up the other possibility which would be to use 

money from the Community Preservation Act account.  Mr. Ronzio 

argues that it is only a possibly.  Mr. Ronzio suggests putting this off until 

next year.  Mr. Blake says it is in the minutes of recent Select Board 

meeting that they committed to having a Master Plan this spring.  Mr. 

Ronzio says that is all contingent on having the money to be able to do it.  

Mr. Blake says the grant needs to be applied for by the end of January 

2022.  Mr. Levy agrees it doesn’t seem possible given the timeline.  Mr. 

Blake thinks the Select Board should have input on it since they 

committed to having a Master Plan by the spring.  Mr. Ronzio says the 

steps that need to be taken would be to first write a letter of interest to 

BRPC.  If a favorable response is given, then a full application will be 

submitted.  Then, to see if Community Preservation Committee would be 

able to supply the remainder of the funds needed.  There is a brief 

discussion regarding who will write the letter.  There are no volunteers.  

Mr. Ronzio says he will talk with the Town Administrator to see what the 

Select Board is expecting regarding a Master Plan.  The board goes to 

item 3c next.               

b. Informal discussion regarding drafting a bylaw for Short Term Rentals 

i. Board to set schedule for subcommittee:  Following the approval of the 

Form A, Ms. Krawet starts the conversation with Julia Kay-Grace, James 
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Peters and Henry Pacific to set a schedule for the subcommittee.  

Following a brief discussion, the members of the subcommittee agree to 

meet via ZOOM on January 18, 2022 at 4:00 pm.  For any reason, in case 

someone is not able to attend, they will meet the following week on 

January 25, 2022.  Dr. Lerner lets Ms. Krawet know he has heard from 

Joan Goldberg who would also like to serve on the subcommittee.  Ms. 

Krawet confirms she will contact Ms. Goldberg regarding the upcoming 

meeting.  Ms. Krawet advises it would be ideal if a member of the 

Finance Committee could be a part of the committee.  There is a brief 

discussion regarding what ZOOM account could be used.  Ms. Perotti 

suggests that since this is a subcommittee to better the Town of Becket, 

the town’s ZOOM account could be used.  She advises she will talk to the 

Town Administrator, William Caldwell, about using it.  She says she will 

also get contact information for someone on the Finance Committee.   

 

Ms. Perotti asks for documentation regarding the virtual workshop that 

was attended in preparation for the drafting of the bylaw regarding 

short-term rentals.  She needs this in order to submit a request for 

reimbursement.  

 

Mr. Blake points out that the town of Great Barrington is going through a 

similar process right now and says two (2) of the committee members 

had to recuse themselves from the committee because they had rental 

properties.  There is a brief discussion regarding members of Becket’s 

subcommittee that own rental property.  They feel that since the bylaw 

will need to be approved by the Planning Board as well as the residents of 

the Town of Becket, there is no need for anyone to recuse themselves.  

Ms. Krawet confirms she will find out more about it.                 

c. Informal discussion regarding updating § 6.8, Marijuana Establishments and 

Medical Marijuana Treatment Centers, of the Becket Zoning Bylaws, to include 

delivery service:  Mr. Blake says he could only find one (1) retail facility in 

Massachusetts that is eligible for this.  He recommends not dealing with this 

unless someone from Becket is interested in doing it.      
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i. Board to review similar bylaws from neighboring communities:  The 

board discusses neighboring towns that have passed marijuana bylaws.    

d. Board to have informal discussion regarding in-person/virtual attendance:  The 

board has a brief discussion regarding how to hold future meetings due to the 

rise in Covid-19 cases.  Mr. Ronzio lets the board know he has discussed, with 

Brian Vincent, the possibility of making his presentation via Zoom only at the 

January 12, 2022 meeting.  Mr. Vincent agreed he could do that.  The board 

discusses various possibilities on how to hold future meetings. Ultimately, they 

agree the best way to hold meetings would be to have a quorum of the board 

present and all other attendance would be held via Zoom.  Ms. Krawet suggests 

putting a notice on the website so that people can prepare to be in a place with 

good internet if needed.  Mr. Levy makes a motion to hold future meetings with 

a quorum of the board present in-peron with all other attendance of the 

meeting to be held via Zoom.  Mr. Blake seconds the motion.  Mr. Ronzio calls 

for a roll-call vote:   

 Howard Lerner:  yes 

 Ann Krawet:  yes 

 Robert Ronzio:  yes 

 James Levy:  yes 

 Alvin Blake:  yes 

 Gale LaBelle:  absent 

All in favor.  Motion passes.     

4. New Business:   

a. Form A – 746 Benton Hill Road:  The board recognizes Patrick McColgan.  Mr. 

McColgan notes that property will be transferred from 752 Benton Hill Road to 

the back portion of 746 Benton Hill Road.  Mr. McColgan notes there will be no 

changes to the frontage of either lot.  Mr. Ronzio notes the frontage and acreage 

requirements have been met.  Ms. Krawet makes a motion to approve the Form 

A as submitted.  Mr. Levy seconds the motion.  Mr. Ronzio calls for a roll-call 

vote: 

 Howard Lerner:  aye 
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 Robert Ronzio:  aye 

 Alvin Blake:  aye 

 Ann Krawet:  aye 

 James Levy:  aye 

 Gale LaBelle:  absent 

All in favor.  Motion passes.  The board signs the maps and application as 

appropriate.  A $50.00 check is included to cover the fee.         

b. Informal discussion with Grethel Requillo regarding establishing a tent camping 

site at 0 King Richard Drive, map/lot:  217/225:  Following the discussion 

regarding the short-term bylaw committee, the board recognizes Grethel 

Requillo.  Ms. Requillo lets the board know she was told her lot is not buildable.  

She asks if it would be possible for her to establish a rental tent camping area 

possibly with motor homes.  She advises she would use a portable toilet service.  

She asks for advice on how this could be possible and what she should do next.  

Dr. Lerner says this answer can be found in Becket’s Zoning Bylaws.  He notes 

that camping, tent or RV, is not allowed outside of Bonny Rigg Campgrounds.  

Mr. Ronzio agrees with Dr. Lerner’s assessment and gives a detailed explanation 

including Board of Health requirements.  Ms. Requillo thanks the board for their 

time.  The board shifts their discussion to item 3d.          

c. Keystone Bluff, Chester MA:  

d. Belle Fleur LLC Marijuana Cultivation Project, Blandford MA :  The board 

discusses items 4c and d together.  Mr. Ronzio wants to be sure the board is 

aware of neighboring marijuana establishments.  He notes the project in 

Blandford is not too far east from the establishment proposed on Quarry Road.       

5. Public Input:  No further public input.  

6. Budget:  A copy of the budget was not available.         

7. Correspondence:  None.  

8. Any other business to come before the Board:               

9. Adjournment:  Mr. Blake makes a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Krawet seconds the motion.  

Mr. Ronzio calls for a roll-call vote:   

 Ann Krawet:  aye 

 Alvin Blake:  aye 
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 James Levy:  aye 

 Howard Lerner:  aye 

 Robert Ronzio:  aye 

 Gale LaBelle:  absent 

All in favor.  Motion passes.  The meeting is adjourned at 8:25 pm.   

 

Meeting minutes reviewed and approved on January 12, 2022 by: 
 
 
 
_________________________                                                              _________________________   
Robert Ronzio, Chair                                                                              James Levy, Vice Chair 
 
 
_________________________                                                              _________________________ 
Ann Krawet, Clerk                                                                              Alvin Blake, Clerk Pro Tem 
 
 
_________________________ 
Howard Lerner 
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